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ABSTRACT

This action research aimed to investigate: 1) waste problems and causes of
waste in community and 2) community involved solid waste management process in
Wiang Phrao municipality, Phrao district, Chiang Mai province. The sample group
consisted of people in two pilot communities : Ban Pajee, Moo 2, Thoong Luang sub-
district and Baan Khamsommiang, Moo 2, Wiang sub-district, Phrao district, Chiang Mai
province obtained by purposive sampling. Data were collected through observation,

interview, community forum and focus group discussion.

Results of the study revealed that plastic bags were found most (528
pieces/day), followed by plastic waste (358 pieces/day) and fresh/wet garbage (272
kg./day). Most people in the two communities (97.70%) had household waste
sorting. They disposed waste by tying it in a black bag and put it into a trash
(36.33%). This was followed by plastic waste sorting for selling (31.70%), making wet
waste to be compost (24.13%) and landfill (3.21%), respectively. The community-
involved waste management process comprised 7 operational strategies. Technology
and body of knowledge transfer for the management of each waste type was under
3Rs principle (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle). There was integrated co-working between
the two communities and local agencies. There was the selection of “sub-district
operations group” from representations of public agencies in the area for co-working

on waste management at the sub-district level. In this respect, Baan Pajee set a goal



of waste management in the village to be “the white road village” while that of
Baan Khamsoomwiang to be “the village without trash”. There was the promotion
of model households in the community in terms of waste management by
acknowledgement from Phrao district. This helped encourage households on waste

sorting and management at the sub-district level.

Keywords :  solid waste, community participation, 3Rs principle
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