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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to explore: 1) agricultural land use of young smart
farmers in the demonstration plot of Mae Ao Basin Development Project due to the
royal initiation in Nakhon Chedi sub-district, Pasang district, Lamphun province; 2)
factors related to land allocation and non allocation land of the young smart farmers;
3) problems encountered in the agricultural land use of the young smart farmers; and
4) guidelines for improving the agricultural land use of the young smart farmers. In-
depth interview was conducted with 13 young smart farmers who had been allocated

agricultural land used since 2017.

Results of the study revealed that the informants performed integrated
farming (plant and animal domestication), crop rotation and refined agriculture. In
other words, they grew vegetables, annual plants, perennial plants, fruit trees and
raised commercial animals. Factors related to agricultural land use included needs for
arable land and the transition from a hired worker to be a farmer. However, those
who were not allocated the agricultural land use was because they lacked of
investment and household workforce. The following were problems encountered: 1)

infertile soil which needed long-time soil improvement; 2) restricted rules and



regulations of Agricultural Land Reform Office; and 3) lack of community acceptance
since the implementation of the project was not acknowledge to the surrounding
community. Guidelines for improving agricultural land use included the following: 1)
the young smart farmers should be visited the site before they started their production
planning; 2) concerned agencies must pay closed attention to the young farmers; 3)
concerned agencies should support an accommodation to the farmer during the
beginning of the land allocation should also provide initial understanding of the project
to the surrounding community and stakeholders for future mutual collaboration

between the young farmers and related agencies and community.

Keywords :  young smart farmer preparation and development project, young smart

farmers, agricultural land use, Agricultural Land Reform Office
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